1 the development and function of internal organs easy to observe.
They grow very quickly, going from a single cell to a motile organism with a fully functioning organ system in about 48 hours.
Their embryos develop outside the mother's body, as eggs, making them 3 easy to access, observe, and manipulate.
They are vertebrates and have essentially all the same organ systems as humans.
The zebrafish genome and the human genome are highly similar, with counterparts for most developmental and disease-related genes.
They are hardy and easy to maintain in aquariums in large numbers due to their ample egg production and small size (~1 inch) as adults.
